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Etats Généraux de l’Information - a French inclusive approach to
shaping the media and digital space!

On 12 September 2024, the Steering Committee of the Etats Généraux de l’Information
(EGI) presented its recommendations to government and the public. Following a year of
discussions and consultations, this independent committee elaborated 15 key
recommendations for the media and digital space1.

What is the issue?

In April 2022, during the election campaign, President Emmanuel Macron promised the
organization of the Etats Généraux de l’information (a kind of public consultation on the
information space). A tradition inherited from the French monarchy, the Etats Généraux aim
to organize a debate on specific themes at the national level and, where appropriate, to
integrate the conclusions into public policy frameworks.

Recognizing the impact of globalisation and digital transformation on the global information
space and media, French President Emmanuel Macron thus launched the Etats Généraux
de l’information on 3 October 2023.2 He confined the task to elaborate precise, ambitious
and bold measures to respond to the challenges to an independent Steering Committee. The
Committee, chaired by Bruno Patino and including Christophe Deloire3, Nathalie Collin, Anne
Perrot and Camille François and five working groups including around 50 members run an
inclusive and consultative process for one year. The five groups focused on the information
space and technological innovation, citizenship and democracy, the future of media and
journalism, sovereignty and fight against foreign interference and the state of regulation.

They received 76 contributions by professionals, researchers and citizens4. They consulted
citizens through an online consultation, 22 local consultations in all regions and a
100-person citizen assembly run by the French Economic, Social and Environmental
Council5 and conducted 174 interviews with parliamentarians, senators, independent
administrative authorities, researchers and civil society.6

6 EGI, auditions realisées, https://etats-generaux-information.fr/auditions/auditions-realisees
5 EGI, Participation citoyenne, https://etats-generaux-information.fr/participation-citoyenne
4 The Forum on Information and Democracy also provided its recommendations.

3 Christope Deloire is the former Chair of the Forum on Information and Democracy. He passed away
on 8 June 2024.

2 EGI, Presentation, https://etats-generaux-information.fr/presentation

1 EGI (2024), Le rapport des États généraux de l’information,
https://etats-generaux-information.fr/la-restitution

https://etats-generaux-information.fr/media/etats-generaux-information/pdf/egi_rapport_de_pilotage_v12


The result are 15 key recommendations, two recommendations to the media sector as well
as specific recommendations by each working group7 spanning from media literacy, the fight
against disinformation, governance of media, protection of sources, taxes on digital
platforms, the right to information, media concentration, pluralism of algorithms to due
prominence of reliable information, among others. The report also provides an analysis of
how different stakeholders evaluate the current situation and what they see as challenges
and the way forward.

Why is this important and what are the potential consequences?

The EGI are an interesting national exercise, which could inspire certain States of the
Partnership for Information and Democracy to develop their public policies while fully
involving all stakeholders and the general public.

Although the scope was immense and at times technical, the EGI have shown that the
general public cares about the quality of their information space. More than this, they have
interesting, innovative ideas on how to preserve its democratic nature. Going out of the
experts bubble has been a critical objective of the process.

With a clear mandate from the French President, it could have some major impact on the
legal landscape in France. Getting this level of traction and political commitment may be a
unique feature of the Etats Généraux. It can lead to a renewed interest within the executive
and legislative branches of the country.

Of course, as for any policy development, implementation is key and, given that the political
situation has changed since the launch of the EGI it remains to be seen what the concrete
impact of the EGI will be. The Forum on Information and Democracy and its partners will
remain committed to working with national stakeholders in the country and beyond.

Opinion:

“The Etats Généraux de l’Information in France represent one of Christophe Deloire’s
ultimate goals: ensure that the principles of the Partnership for Information and Democracy
are implemented in France through a national deliberative process. He was committed to
ensuring that all views are represented, taken into account, from the professionals in Paris to
small villages in the South of France. It is a proof that constructive debate can happen
amongst different actors for a democratic information space,” says Camille Grenier,
Executive Director of the Forum on Information and Democracy.

7 The report of the working group on the state of regulation includes a recommendation on the
Partnership for Information and Democracy.


